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IMPIA TORTORUM LONGOS HIS TURBA FURORES
SANGUINIS INNOCUI, NON SATIATA, ALUIT.

,;.;‘?‘ SOSPITE NUNC PATRIA, FRACTO NUNC FUNERIS ANTRO,
"’ﬁg > ﬁ MORS UBI DIRA FUIT VITA SALUSQUE PATENT.
s
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I WAS SICK...
SICK UNTO DEATH WITH
THAT LONG AGONY...
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2 L’L < e L WHEN THEY AT LENGT@
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2SS PERMITTED TOSIT, >~ %

: e I FELT THAT MY | <=
' g s PRy SENSES WERE LEAVING
¢ ME, THE SENTENCE=~, % -

THAT UDREAD SENTENCE
OF DEATH-- WAS THE
LAST DISTINCT ACCENTUATION
WHICH REACHED MY EARS.

AFTER THAT, THE
SOUND OF INQUISITIONAL
VOICES SEEMED MERGED

© . .~ INTO ONE DREAMY
7 >~ INDETERMINATE HUM.



http://wp.me/P1cLLu-em
http://www.vimeo.com/17794617

IT CONVEYED TO MY SOUL
THE IPEA OF REVOLUTION-
PERHAPS FROM IT'S
ASSOCIATION IN FANCY WITH
THE BURR OF A MILL WHEEL.

THIS ONLY FOR A BRIEF
PERIOD;, FOR PRESENTLY I
HEARD NO MORE.

I SAW THE LIPS OF THE
BLACK-ROBED JUDGES.
THEY APPEARED TO ME WHITE--

. AND THIN EVEN TO
- GROTESGUENESS, THIN
WITH THE INTENSITY
OF THEIR EXPRESSION
OF FIRMNESS--

'

OF IMMOVABLE RESOLUTION- |
OF STERN CONTEMPT FOR
HUMAN TORTURE,

‘I



http://poeinthepit.com/nicholas-burton-martyr/

THE DECREES OF WHAT TO ME WAS FATE
WERE STILL ISSUING FROM THOSE LIPS,

}
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SEVEN TALL CANULES STOOU UPON THE TABLE.

AT FIRST T WORE THE ASPECT OF CHARIT

AND SEEMED WHITE AND SLENDER ANGELS
WHO WOULD SAVE ME;

BUT THEN, ALL AT ONCE, THERE CAME A MOST
UEADLY NAUSEA OVER MY SPIRIT..

WHILE THE ANGEL FORMS BECAME MEANINGLESS
SPECTRES, WITH HEAUS OF FLAME.


http://poeinthepit.com/spanish-dungeon/
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http://wp.me/P1cLLu-ex
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-fd

..AND THEN THERE STOLE INTO MY
FANCY, LIKE A RICH MUSICAL NOTE,
- THE THOUGHT OF WHAT SWEET
REST THERE MUST BE N
THE GRAVE.

THE THOUGHT CAME GENTLY
AND STEALTHILY,

AND T SEEMED LONG
BEFORE IT ATTANED

FULL APPRECIATION; BUT

JUST AS MY SPIRIT
CAME AT LENGTH

PROPERLY TO FEEL

AND ENTERTAN IT..

l

THE FIGURES OF THE JUDGES
VANISHED AS IF MAGICALLY
FROM BEFORE ME;

THE TALL CANDLES
SANK INTO NOTHINGNESS;
THEIR FLAMES WENT OUT

UTTERLY...

THE BLACKNESS OF DARKNESS
SUPERVENED; ALL SENSATIONS
APPEARED SWALLOWED
UP N A MAD RUSHING
DESCENT AS OF THE SOUL
INTO HADES.

o
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THEN SILENCE, AND STILLNESS,
NIGHT WERE THE UNIVERSE.



http://vimeo.com/17831506
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-dN

| HAD SWOONED;

BUT STILL WILL NOT SAY THAT ALL
CONSCIOUSNESS WAS LOST, WHAT OF IT
THERE REMAINED | WILL NOT ATTEMPT

TO DEFINE, OR EVEN TO DESCRIBE;

YET ALl WAS NOT LOST.

o
IN THE DEEPEST SLUMBER--NO!
IN DELIRIUM-- NO!
IN DEATH—- NO!

EVEN IN THE GRAVE...
ALl IS NOT LOST.

AFTER THIS | CALL TO MIND
FLATNESS AND DAMPNESS; AND' THEN
ALL 15 MADNESS -- THE MADNESS OF A
MEMORY WHICH BUSIES [TSELF AMONG
FORBIDUEN THINGS,



http://wp.me/P1cLLu-eP
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-eX

VERY SUDDENLY THERE CAME BACK TO MY SOUL MOTION AND SOUND --
THE TUMULTUOUS BEATING OF MY HEART AND IN MY EARS, THE SOUND OF
IT'S BEATINGTHEN A PAUSE IN WHICH ALL 15 BLANK. THEN AGAN SOUND
AND MOTION, AND TOUCH --A TINGLING SENSATION PERVADING MY FRAME.
THEN THE MERE CONSCIOUSNESS OF EXISTENCE, WITHOUT THOUGHT --

A CONDITION THAT LASTED LONG,

THEN, VERY SUDDENLY, THOUGHT AND SHUDDERING TERROR, AND EARNEST
ENDEAVOR TO COMPREHEND MY TRUE STATE, THEN A RUSHING REVIVAL
OF SOUL AND A SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO MOVEAND NOW A FULL
MEMORY OF THE TRIAL, OF THE JUDGES OF THE SENTENCE, OF THE
SICKNESS, OF THE SWOON, AT LENGTH, WITH WILD DESPERATION AT HEART,

I QUICKLY UNCLOSED MY EYES /
THE BLACKNESS OF ETERNAL
NIGHT ENCOMPASSED ME/ %
Kk

I STRUGGLED FOR
BREATH.

THE INTENSITY OF THE DARKNESS SEEMED 1O

OPPRESS ME AND STFLE ME. | AT ONCE STARTED £ &
TO MY FEET, TREMBLNG CONVULSIVELY
N EVERY FIBRE.

| FELT NOTHING:
YET | DREADED TO
MOVE A STEP.

-

.LEST | SHOULD BE
IMPEDED BY THE WALLS

s o A TOMB.
'

L


http://vimeo.com/17831599
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-f7

AlL WAS BLACKNESS AND VACANCY
I BREATHED MORE FREELY.
IT SEEMED EVIDENT THAT MINE
WAS NOT, AT LEAST,
THE MOST HIPEOUS OF FATES.

WAS I LEFT TO PERISH OF STARVATION
IN THI5 SUBTERANNEAN WORLD
OF DARKNESS; OR WHAT FATE,
PERHAPS EVEN MORE FEARFUL,
AWAITED ME?

THAT THE RESULT WOULD BE DEATH,

AND A DEATH OF MORE THAN. A
CUSTOMARY BITTERNESS, | KNEW. 3% .
TOO WELL THE CHARACTER { ‘4" \
OF THE JUDGES ! oy
: TO UOUBT. L

EXTREME CAUTION,
r . FOR THE FLOOR WAS
i TREACHEROUS WITH SLIME.

& I PROCEEDED WITH
= |

e » .‘
: ¥ ] "-'ﬂ

- i ,
L © I'TOOK COURAGE,
. =9 AND DID NOT HESITATE
.. . > TO STEP FIRMLY,

o




I HAD APVANCED SOME
TEN OR TWELVE PACES.

AND FELL VIOLENTLY - Gy
ON MY FACE

THE PECULIAR SMELL OF DECAY
g AROSE TO MY NOSTRILS.

I SHUDDERED TO FIND THAT
" I HAD FALLEN AT THE BRINK
OF A CIRCULAR PIT,
; WHOSE EXTENT OF COURSE,
. I HAD NO MEANS OF ASCERTAINING
AT THE MOMENT...

&
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http://vimeo.com/17831692
http://vimeo.com/17831659

OR DEATH WITH IT'S MOST
HIDEOUS MORAL HORRORS..

- E
THERE WAS THE CHOICE OF T
DEATH WITH IT'S DIRECT AGONIES, % 0

e,

——

N
o

L

I SAW CLEARLY THE o\
DOOM WHICH HAD . :
BEEN PREPARED A '
FOR ME. .o 8
i~

FOR THE LATTER.

! I HAD BEEN RESERVED Bk



ANOTHER STEFR ANU THE WORLD
HAD SEEN ME NO MORE.

THE DEATH JUST AVOIDED WAS OF
THAT VERY CHARACTER WHICH I HAD
REGARDED AS FABULOUS AND
FRIVOLOUS IN THE TALES RESPECTING
THE INQUISITION.

MY NERVES HAD
BEEN UNSTRUNG

- | TREMBLED AT THE THE SOUND
34 OF MY OWN VOICE, AND HAD
BECOME N EVERY RESPECT
3 A FITTNG SUBJECT FOR THE
SPECIES OF TORTURE
THAT AWAITED ME.


http://wp.me/P1cLLu-ep
http://www.vimeo.com/17831757

SHAKING N EVERY LIMB I GROPED
MY WAY BACK TO THE WALL; :
RESOLVING THERE TO PERISH
KATHER THAN RISK THE TERKORS
OF THE WELLS, OF WHICH MY
IMAGINATION NOW PICTURED MANY ?.
IN VARIOUS POSITIONS ABOUT o N
THE DUNGEON. ™

IN OTHER CONDITIONS

OF MIND | MIGHT HAVE

Jo e HAD COURAGE TO
Nales END MY MISERY AT ONCE
LM

™ BY A PLUNGE INTO ONE ﬂ!

#h

NEITHER COULD |
FORGET WHAT | HAD
READ OF THESE PITS --

/
: ? OF THESE ABYSSES;

BUT NOW |
WAS THE VERIEST
OF COWARDS.

A
THE SUDPDPEN EXTINCTION
~ OF LIFE FORMED

f\ NO PART OF THEIR

MOST HORRIBLE PLAN.

13




BURNNG THRST CONSUMED ME.
- | EMPTED THE VESSEL AT A DRAUGHT.
- T MUST HAVE BEEN DRUGGED:
4&‘ FOR SCARCELY HAD | DRUNK,
: BEFORE | BECAVE
RRESSTBLY DROWSY

A DUEEP SLEEP FELL
UPON ME —



http://vimeo.com/17885452

HOW LONG IT LASTED I KNOW NOT--
BUT WHEN | UNCLOSED MY EYES, A WILD
SULPHUROUS LUSTER, THE ORIGIN
OF WHICH I COULD NOT AT FIRST
DETERMINE, ENABLED ME TO SEE
THE EXTENT AND ASPECT OF
THE PRISON.

WHAT I HAD TAKEN FOR MASONRY
SEEMED NOW TO BE IRON OR SOME
OTHER METAL, IN HUGE PLATES, WHOSE
SUTURES OR JOINTS OCCASIONED
THE ENTIRE SURFACE THE DEPRESSION.
OF THIS METALLIC ENCLOSURE
WAS RUDELY DAUBED IN ALL
THE HIDEOUS AND REPULSIVE
DEVICES TO WHICH THE
CHARNEL SUPERSTITION
OF THE MONKS HAS
GIVEN RISE.

THE FIGURES OF
FIENDS IN ASPECTS OF
MENACE, WITH SKELETAL

FORMS, AND OTHER
MORE REALLY FEARFUL

IMAGES, OVERSPREAD I WAS SECURELY BOUND
AND DISFIGURED THE WALLS, BY A LONGSTRAP RESEMBLING
SURCINGLE.
IN THE CENTRE YAWNED THE ARILEERELE
CIRCULAR PIT WHOSE JAWS I IT PASSED IN MANY CONVOLUTIONS
HAD ESCAPED, ABOUT MY LIMBS AND BODY,

LEAVING AT LIBERTY ONLY MY
HEAD AND MY ARM TO SUCH
AN EXTENT THAT I COULD
SUPPLY MYSELF WITH FOOD
FROM AN EARTHEN DISH
ON THE FLOOR.

IT WAS THE ONLY ONE
IN THE DUNGEON.

I SAW. TO MY HORROR,
THAT THE PITCHER HAD
BEEN REMOVED.

V7 s
I SAY TO MY HORROR:;
FOR | WAS CONSUMED WITH

AN INTOLERABLE THIRST.
15


http://wp.me/P1cLLu-fu
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-fo

| SURVEYED THE CEILING OF A HUCE PENDULUM

Gl a2l ..SUCH AS WE SEE ON ANTIQUE
IN ONE OF IT'S PANELS A VERY . CLOCKS. | FANCIED T SAW (T IN
SINGLULAR FIGURE, THAT OF MOTION; IT'S SWEEP WAS BRIEF...
TIME AS HE 15 COMMONLY - AND OF COURSE,
REPRESENTED, SAVE THAT, IN LIEU SLOW.

OF A SCYTHE HE HELD WHAT I
PRESUMED TO BE THE PICTURED
IMAGE OF...

— I OBSERVED--

, - WITH WHAT HORROR IT IS NEEDLESS
*  TO SAY-- THAT IT WAS FORMED
OF A CRESCENT OF GLITTERING
STEEL, THE UNDER EUGE AS KEEN
{ R 1 AS THAT OF A RAZOR
: Y4 LIKE A RAZOR ALSO, IT SEEMED
- ; MASSY AND HEAVY, AND THE WHOLE
HISSED AS IT SWUNG THROUGH THE
AIR. I COULD NO LONGER DOUBT
THE DOOM PREPARED FOR ME
BY MONKISH INGENUITY IN TORTURE.
BN | KNEW THAT SURPRISE, OR
h ENTRAPMENT INTO TORTURE,
FORMED AN IMPORTANT PORTION
OF ALL THE GROTESQUERIE
OF THESE DUNGEON DEATHS,

EVEN AMID THE AGONIES OF THAT
PERIOU, THERE RUSHED
TO MY MIND A HALF-FORMED
TROUGKHT OF JOY--
OF HOPE.

YET, WHAT BUSINESS HADP I WITH HOPE?
COWN STILL UNCEASINGLY--
STILL INEVITABLY DOWN!
| SHRUNK CONVULSIVELY AT IT'S
EVERY SWEEP. IT WAS HOPE--
THE HOPE THAT TRIUMPHS ON
THE RACK-- THAT WHISPERS TO
~ THE DEATH-CONDEMNED EVEN
IN THE DUNGEONS OF
THE INGUISITION.



http://wp.me/P1cLLu-dd
http://poeinthepit.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/pit-pendulum-4.jpg
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-ex

FOR MANY HOURS
THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY
OF THE LOW FRAMEWORK
UPON WHICH I LAY,
HAD BEEN LITERALLY
SWARMING WITH RATS...

THEY WERE WILD, BOLD,
KRAVENOUS..THEIR RED EYES
GLARING UPON ME AS IF THEY
WAITED -BUT FOR MOTIONLESSNESS
ON MY PART TO MAKE
ME THEIR PREY...

"“TO WHAT FOOUD" I THOUGHT,
"HAVE THEY BEEN
ACCUSTOMED 1IN

THE WELL'?

IN THEIR VORACLITY THE
VERMIN FREQUENTLY FASTENED
THEIR SHARP FANGS
IN MY FINGERS.

WITH THE PARTICLES OF OILY
AND SPICY VIAND WHICH NOW
REMAINED, T THOROUGHLY |
RUBBED THE BANDAGE
WHEREVER | COULD
REACH IT, THEN, RAISNG =
MY HANE FROM N\,
THE FLOOR-- p

I LAY PERFECTLY STIL.. WA 19



http://vimeo.com/17885830

I HAD NOT COUNTED
ON THEIR VORACITY.

X "
{
MR 3
N |

-—.—-L-"H

WTHEY SWARMED DPON ME IN EVER

" L INCREASING HEAPS, THEY.WRITHED

T 7 " % “DPON MY THROAT; THEIR COLD LIPS

| SOUGHT MY OWN: | WAS HALF

STIFLED BY THEIR THRONGING
PRESSURE --

-« 1 J -
> OI56UST,
\ FOR WHICH THE WORLD

*
..

W HAS NO NAME, SWELLED MY BOSOM,
* \

AND CHILLED, WITH A HEAVY
CLAMMINESS, MY HEA?T.\

\..

" I PERCEIVED THE LOOSENING OF
THE BANDAGE -- | KNEW THAT IN
MORE THAN ONE PLACE IT MUST

BE ALREADY SEVERED. WITH

MORE THAN HUMAN RESOLUTION,
I LAY STILL....

18


http://wp.me/P1cLLu-gA

THE MOMENT OF ESCAPE : o

HAD ARRIVED/ \ D
Y
AT A WAVE OF MY HAND, MY DELIVERERS
o HURRIED TUMULTUOUSLY AWAY--
' 77 1 5LID FROM THE EMBRACE

OF THE BANDAGE AND
BEYOND THE REACH OF
' THE SCIMITARY



http://wp.me/P1cLLu-fU

FREE! --ANC IN THE GRASP OF THE INGLUISITION!
THE HELLISH MACHINE CEASED AND I BEHELUD
IT DRAWN UP, BY SOME INVISIBLE FORCE,
THROUGH THE CEILING. MY EVERY MOTION
WAS UNDOUBTEDLY WATCHED.

FIREE! -- I HAD ESCAPED
DEATH IN ONE FORM

I BECAME AWARE, FOR

THE FIRST TIMEOF THE .

ORIGIN OF THE . i

SULPHUROUS LIGHT

WHICH ILLUMINATED
THE CELL.

DEMON EYES, OF A WILD
AND GHASTLY VIVACITY, .
GLARED UPON ME IN ' \

A THOUSAND DIRECTIONS,

WHERE NON HAD BEEN I GASPED FOR BREATH! !
VISIBLE BEFORE, AND THERE COULD BE NO
GLEAMED WITH THE LURID oy DOUBT OF THE
. LUSTRE OF A FIRE THAT - DESIGN OF MY
I COULD NOT FORCE MY f'% TORMENTORS --
IMAGINATION TO REGARD V- i
| AS UNREAL. g + \
o
UNREAL! " |
EVEN WHILE T

BREATHED THERE CAME
TO MY NOSTRILS THE
BREATH OF THE VAPOUR

OF HEATEP IRON!



http://wp.me/P1cLLu-g1

¢ \ |

\“ il
‘I SHRANK FROM THE GLOWING METAL TO THE EDGE OF THE CELL.

AMID THE THOUGHT OF THE FIERY DESTRUCTION THAT IMPENDED...

THE IDEA OF THE C'«'ftf HORROR/
COOLNESS OF THE OH! ANY HORROR
BUT THIS!

WELL CAME OVER MY

SOUL LIKE A BALM. THE INQUISITORIAL
I RUSHED TO IT'S VENGEANCE HAU BEEN
PEACLY BRNK HURRIED BY MY TWO-

FOLD ESCAPE, ANUD

THERE WAS TO BE

NO MOKE DALLYING
WITH THE
KING OF NORRORS!

"DEATH', T SAID,
"ANY DEATH BUT THAT
OF THE PIT!

21



http://soundcloud.com/pitandthependulum/the-pit-and-the-pendulum-audio-5

FOOL!/ MIGHT I HAVE NOT KNOWN THAT INTO THE PIT WAS THE
OBJECT OF THE BURNING IRON TO URGE ME? AT LENGTH FOR MY
SEARED AND WRITHING BODY THERE WAS NO LONGER AN INCH OF

FOOTHOLD ON THE FIRM FLOOR OF THE PRISON.

s

2
'f’f a

R :
l ' b, TS

I STRUGGLED NO MOKRE,
BUT THE AGONY OF MY
SOUL FOUND VEST IN ONE
LOUD, LONG, AND FINAL
SCREAM OF DESPAIR.

l"'.\'-h_.\
7
(e T * S

g, e L 1.':-._! .‘ '.|. A\ :1_.I. L
22 A i g i



THERE WAS A DISCORDANT

HUM OF HUMAN VOICES! . O
THERE WAS A LOUD BLAST P 2T

AS OF MANY TRUMPETS!
THERE WAS A HARSH GRATING . e TS

AS OF A THOUSAND THUNDERS! - -~ -
THE FIERY WALLS RUSHED BACK! ‘ s

AN OUTSTRETCHED ARM CAUGHT
MY OWN AS I FELL, FAINTING,
INTO THE ABYSS.

IT WAS THAT OF
GENERAL LASALLE.



http://poeinthepit.com/general-lasalle/lasalle-wagram/
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-ds

o

THE INQUISITION WAS..
IN THE HANDS OF IT'5 ENEMIES!


http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Toledo,+Spain&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=43.799322,74.179688&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Toledo,+Province+of+Toledo,+Castille+La+Mancha,+Spain&ll=39.856783,-4.024429&spn=0.020821,0.036221&z=15
http://wp.me/P1cLLu-dV

4 Into The Pit!

PLUMB THE DEPTHS OF THE MACABRE!
ONLINE LINKS TO FURTHER EXPLORE THE
WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE

THE POE MUSEUM
EXPLORE EUGAR ALLAN POE'S LIFE, LEGACY AND WORKS

HTTP://WWW.POEMUSEUM.ORG/INDEX.PHP

EUGAR ALLAN POE SOCIETY OF BALTIMORE

A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF POE'S WORKS, WITH
VARIANTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES, INCLUDING LETTERS
WRITTEN BY AND TO E.A. POE

HTTP:.//WWW.EAPOE.ORG/WORKS/

THE HOUSE OF USHER

THIS AWARD-WINNING SITE OFFERS BOTH POPULAR
AND SCHOLASTIC APPROACHES TO POE'S WORK.
INCLUDES LISTS OF FILMS. COMIC BOOKS AND MUSICAL
REFERENCES REFLECTING POE'S WORK AND INFLUENCES.

HTTP://WWW.HOUSEOFUSHER.NET/ m

FREE EBOOKS X g
BY EDGAR ALLAN POE LY
FREE POE EBOOKS TO DOWNLOAD
OR READ ONLINE 2=

HTTP://MANYBOOKS.NET/AUTHORS/POEEDGAR, HTML

THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM SHORT FILM
HTTP://WWW.THEPITANDTHEPENDULUMSHORTFILM.COM
e8


http://poemuseum.org/index.php
http://www.eapoe.org/works
http://www.houseofusher.net/
http://manybooks.net/authors/poeedgar.html
http://www.thepitandthependulumshortfilm.com
http://www.poeinthepit.com

ﬂ ...AWESOME...

Mﬂ,;‘ «.-HAUNTING, FRIGHTENING AND CREEPY...
i - AIN'T IT CooL NEwsS

‘GORGEOUSLY GOTHIC.? ‘EFFECTIVE, ATMOSPHERIC, ‘UTTERLY FANTASTIC.’

AND JUST PLAIN CREEPY..."

WINNER WINMNER WINNER OFFICIAL SELECTION OFFICIAL SELECTION
INTL HORROR & 5C1 1 CINEPOBRE S AN EIE Y AFI DALLAS TROMADANCE
FILM FESTIWAL FILM FESTIVAL LO% ANGILLE FiLM FESTIVAL FiLM FESTIVAL
20086 2007 2007 2007 2007

P T and the
DULUM

WINNER
REDEMFPTIVE

FiLd FESTivaL

2008

PEN

A SHORT FILM

YOU'VE SEEN
THE COMIC-

NOW EXPERIENCE

THE FILM!

*AMAZING SETS AND A SUBTLE,
SWIRLING SOUNDTRACK COMPLEMENT
THE CREEPY VISUALS...

MR. POE WOULD BE PROUD.'

GET YOUR DVD TODAY -- WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!
OVER 1.5 HRS OF EXTRA FEATURES! WHAT'S IN THE PIT:
- CREW INTERVIEWS! - BERIND THE SCENES PHOTO GALLERY! - CONCEPT ART!
- STORYBOARDS! - PROP AND PUPPET CONSTRUCTION! -50UND 5TUDIO TOUR!
- FOLEY STUDIO TOUR! - EASTER EGGS! - MINI STOP MOTION FILM SCHOOL!

with the suppart of NFE
Filmmaker Assislance Program
Animalion Studic

]
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http://kunaki.com/Sales.asp?PID=PX00ZVG5LO
http://www.thepitandthependulumshortfilm.com
http://www.thepitandthependulumshortfilm.com
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